The town of Canaan, New Hampshire 2019 annual report. by Canaan Town Representatives





This year’s Town Report is dedicated to John Dow who 
gave his life to his family and community. He was 
respected, appreciated and loved by all. The following is 
a brief biography of John. 
John M. Dow 
A Canaan native, John was in Mascoma High School's first 
graduation class. After completing his Associate's Degree at 
Wentworth lnstitute, he served four years in the US ARMY, 
including one year in Vietnam. 
Working initially as an architect, designing nursing homes, 
apartment buildings and banks in the greater Boston area, John 
returned to New Hampshire to head the architecture and 
purchasing departments at Prescott Homes Division in Meredith, 
overseeing numerous architects and work crews, as well as 
coordinating purchasing needs of the crews for six years. 
In 1975 John purchased the family hardware store, which had 
been in the family since the Canaan Fire in 1923. Remodeling 
and continually upgrading the old building and the stock 
offerings, and finally in 2006, relocating the business to the 
Common, where it stands today. Canaan Hardware has become 
an icon in downtown Canaan for the past thirty eight years with 
John at the helm, and daughter Robin, now following in his 
footsteps. 
A Canaan native, John and his wife Chris, raised four children, 
and participated in numerous civic activities over the years, from 
Pee Wee baseball head for over twenty years, to Elliott Field 
organizer,  Canaan Water Commissioner, Canaan Planning 
Board, Canaan Lions Club, 4-H, Masons, Mascoma Community 
Health Center, Eastern Star, and Friends of Canaan Village as 
well as numerous beautification and enhancement projects over 
the years. In his spare time John enjoyed being a project person, 
golf, X-C skiing, horseshoes, volunteering and spending time 
with the family. 
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 Town  Officers 
“*” = Appointed 
Office Name Term 
Board of Selectmen Scott Borthwick, Chair 2020 
David McAlister 2022 
Al Posnanski 2021 
Town Administrator Mike Samson N/A 
Town Clerk/Tax Vicky McAlister 2020 
Collector 
Deputy TC/Tax Ann Labrie N/A 
Collector 
Finance Coordinator Gloria Koch N/A 
Assessing Sherrill Zani N/A 
Human Services Dir. Nelson Therriault 2021 
Building Inspector Sherrill Zani Mike Samson NA 
Treasurer Joseph Frazier 2021 
Deputy Treasurer Ruth Conwell N/A 
Chief of Police Samuel W. Frank II N/A 
Highway 
Superintendent 
Robert Scott N/A 
Fire Chief William Bellion N/A 
Emergency   William Bellion N/A 
Management 
Canaan Ambulance William Bellion N/A 
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Office Name Term 
Trustees of the Cynthia Neily, Chair 2021 
Trust Funds Stella Butterfield 2022 
Stephen Ward 2020 
Al Posnanski Selectmen 
Cemetery Trustees Board of Selectmen 
Planning Board John Bergeron, Chair 2021 
Christopher Wadsworth 2022 
Charles Townsend 2022 
Claude Lemoi, V. Chair 2020 
Mary Ledoux 
Andrew Van Abs. 
Kim Franks, Alt. 
Richard Clancy, Alt. 
2020 
2021 
David McAlister  Selectmen 
Conservation Bill Chabot Chair * 2021
Commission Elizabeth Chabot * 2022
Leonard Reitsma, * 2022
Alice Schori, Alt. 




















Office Name Term 
Supervisors of the BJ Hayward 2022 
Checklist Stella Butterfield 2024 
Nancy Charbono-Ricard 2020 
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Budget Committee Eleanor Davis, Chair 2021 
Michael Riese 2020 
Denis Salvail 2021 
Karen Wolk 2022 
Nathan Deleault. 2022 
Stephen Freese 2020 
James Jukosky 2020 
Sadie Wells 2022 
John Bergeron, Co-Chair 2021 
Al Posnanski  Selectmen 
Capital Improve. Claude Lemoi, Chair * 2020
Program Committee Kenneth Lary * 2020
Sadie Wells  * 2020
Al Posnanski Selectmen
Recreation  Beverly Chapman * 
Commission Kati Jopek, Chair  * 
David McAlister  Selectmen 
Board of Adjustment Scott Berry, Sec./Clerk 
Bill Chabot, V. Chair 
Jan Forbush 
Michael Roy, Chair 
David Shinnlinger           
John Bergeron, Alt. 

















Office Name Term 
Historic District John Bergeron, Chair * 2021
Committee Michael Roy, V. Chair * 2020
Elizabeth Jutila, Sec. 
Mary Noordsy 
Maria Clark, Alt. 
Richard Fox, Alt. 







Museum Curators Ann Wadsworth, Pres. * 2021
Susan Nero, Pres. 





Reggie Barney, Treas. * 2023
Donna Zani-Dunkerton 
     Historian  




























Scott Borthwick Selectmen 
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Canaan Board of Selectmen 
2019 Annual Report 
 
Another year has come and gone and with it came a lot of good 
and some tough challenges.  Last July the town suffered major 
flooding damage.  Some of the repairs allowed us to take steps to 
help prevent future flooding but more work is needed.  For the 
second year in a row we are applying for grants to help make the 
downtown more flood resistant.  A joint NH Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and US Economic Development 
Administration application is to be submitted with State support 
for roughly $7.5 million in funding to replace 4 bridges, add 
another one on Potato Road to drain the fields and replace our 
waste-water pump station off of Depot Street.  We are hopeful 
that this application will be successful.  
 
This fall, we had a major waterline break at the bottom of Bruce 
Road.  The water and highway departments worked together for 
long hours to get it fixed.  We have been trying for two years to 
get a grant to help pay for new water lines from Canaan Street 
Lake to the Village. This year’s application, for a second year in 
row, was denied. This time we were told by the Department of 
Environmental Services (DES) that one of the reasons the grant 
was denied is that our water and sewer rates were too low even 
though we had changed our rate structure based on what DES 
told us to do a few years ago.  They don’t remember this.  
Secondly, we were also told that the grant was denied this year 
because the town had no debt.  
 
Sadly, fiscal responsibility in this case was detrimental.   
However, with the help of FairPoint suing the town for tax 
abatements and winning, we were forced to borrow $334,000.00 
to pay them. The odd thing is that we taxed them according to 
state guidelines and yet the same state ruled in their favor. 
Basically the state, through different agencies, is telling Canaan 
that if we want their help, we need to go more into debt and 
increase costs to those dependent on town water and sewer. 
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Despite these negatives, the town goes on and is functioning well.  
2019 was the first year of the ambulance squad being a town 
department. The board of Selectman would like to thank all the 
town employees and volunteers for their hard work.  Everyone in 
the town departments are doing a great job making Canaan an 
awesome place to live.  
It would be nice to see more members of the community get 
involved. To learn what’s going on first hand in Canaan, the 
public needs to attend meetings when possible.  Current 
volunteers won’t be here forever, especially the Board of 
Selectman. The majority of the selectman’s meetings are 
unattended by the public and people tend to only show up when 
they want something or have a complaint.   
Finally, on a personal note, I would like to thank everyone who 
signed the petition to have me run again for Selectman.  It means 
a lot to me knowing that so many support our efforts.  Yes, I will 
run again but this is not supposed to be a career.  Others in the 
community need to step up and fill these positions. 
Scott Borthwick, Chairman 
David McAlister  
Al Posnanski 
Canaan Board of Selectmen 
 Scott Borthwick  Dave McAlister  Al Posnanski 
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News from Canaan in 2019 
 
The weather was the hallmark of 2019. 
 
The winter was unbelievable both at the 
start of the year and the end of the year. 
It was a long parade of storms. The 
storms had a high proportion of 
freezing rain and long snowy storms. 
The temperatures flipped back and 
forth between warm and cold. Potholes 
were everywhere. There were many 
freeze and thaw cycles that broke up 
our paved roads and made mud season 
long. 
 
Big change - $70,000 in salt used compared with a previous 
high cost of $45,000. Overtime and fuel use were excessive as 
well. 
 
After the snow and ice was the flood. On July 11, there was a 
flood in Canaan. Many of our roads were severely damaged. 
The flood was exacerbated when the Orange Brook dammed 
up in Orange and then broke loose wiping out everything in its 
path. 
 
The damages to the Town infrastructure totaled $340,000 and 




All of the normal summer highway work was pushed off until 
2020. 
Big change – loss of a whole highway construction and paving 
season. 
A major water 
main broke in the 
fall that took at 
least 5 days to find 
and two days to fix 
and left many 
people in Village 
without water for 
several days. The 
repair cost nearly 
$10,000 and highlighted the fact that our primary water mains 
are 129 years old and we do not have the equipment to find 
leaks effectively. 
Big change – replacing the 129 year old water mains is a 
priority. 
All this pain led to new hope. 
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After the flood, Governor Sununu facilitated a meeting with 
state and federal agencies to find ways to limit our flooding. A 
plan has been developed to build a new bridge, replace two 
bridges, replace two culverts and flood proof our sewer pump 
station. The cost of the project is $7.5 million with $6 million 
coming from the federal government, $1.4 million from NH 




























We are also seeking funding to replace the water mains from 
Canaan Street Lake to the Village. We have been told that we 
would qualify for a 30 year loan at 2% interest for about 40% 
of the cost and we are looking for grants for another 50% of 
the cost. The total cost will be about $1 million dollars. 
 








Canaan Town Administrator         
Sharon Duffy 
 
During the past 10 years I have had the fortune to work with Sharon Duffy 
as my Executive Assistant. She was working here when I arrived, but not 
directly with me, and it took me a year and a couple of other failed options 
to appreciate her true value.  
 
During the past 10 years, she taught herself how to construct professional 
web sites, built a Canaan website with more than 300 pages, linked our site 
to a whole range of external sources, designed several related web sites, 
held her ground if I suggested stupid ideas, and then built a flash email 
system that has full graphics and is read weekly by 1,194 subscribers. That 
was the start. When I arrived we had 5 separate Administrator file systems 
plus many other files in people’s cellars and attics. No one could find 
anything. This year, she finished a 10 year mission collecting all of these 
files going back over 30 years, organizing them into 16 file cabinets and 
created a computerized index for the files. Again, not all of the story. She 
proofread everything, prepared presentations and documents, answered my 
phone, solved my problems, kept my time and tasks under control, 
managed my paper flow, solicited community information, filled in for 
other employees, worked on Canaan’s economic program and did all of 
this in less than 20 hours a week. She retired from the job this past Spring. 
Sharon was responsible for many of Canaan’s successes. I am thankful to 
have Cathy assisting now, but the Town and I will miss her work, energy, 
caring, humor and community involvement tremendously.   
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2020  Revenue Budget 2019 YTD
Acct. Name
2019Budgeted 
Revenue 2019 YTD 2019 Year End 2020 EST
107,997.36 
Current Property Taxes 2,446,000.30 2,496,068.00     2,496,068.00     2,545,989.36       
Overlay/Overpayments Property - 
Current Use Change 3,000.00 12,976.00          12,976.00          8,000.00              
- 
Timber Yield Tax 20,000.00 32,407.00          32,407.00          28,000.00            
Gravel Tax 300.00 708.00 708.00 700.00
- 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes 2,917.82 - - 2,917.00              
Excavation Tax 100.00 100.00 100.00
Interest on Property Tax 20,000.00 18,194.00          19,449.00          20,000.00            
Land Use Tax Interest - 
Yield Tax Interest - 
Other Fees - 
Redemptions 234524.74 277170 288968.93 164130
Interest & Fees w/Redemptions 57,000.00 65,251.00          69,305.58          65,000.00            
Tax Lien Interest & Costs 23,000.00 24,552.36          24,552.36          24,000.00            
- 
UCC Filing & Certificates 1,230.00 1,335.00            1,335.00            1,200.00              
- 
Motor Vehicle Tax 740,000.00 696,094.00        748,105.00        750,000.00          
Motor Vehicle Titles 2,200.00 2,030.00            2,154.00            2,100.00              
Motor Vehicle Agent Fees 17,000.00 16,410.00          17,403.00          17,500.00            
Boat Registrations 2,600.00 2,349.08            2,349.00            2,400.00              
Interware Fees - 
Postage E-Reg 430.00 492.30 541.00 400.00
- 
Building Permits 5,000.00 6,650.00            6,654.00            6,500.00              
- 
Town Clerk Other Fees 300.00 345.00 380.00 340.00
Dog Licenses 5,500.00 5,316.00            5,316.00            5,000.00              
Dog Fines 100.00 55.00 55.00 100.00
Marriage Licenses 350.00 149.00 106.00 100.00
Vital Records 1,100.00 890.00 1,011.00            1,000.00              
Other Licenses & Permits - 
SRO Resource Officer 83,000.00 40,885.26          81,770.00          84,660.00            
SB28HW Funding - 
NH-Room & Meals Tax 201,989.00 - 201,730.00        202,000.00          
NH-HW Block Grant 161,000.00 163,485.00        163,485.00        164,000.00          
Water Pollution Project C-324 - 
Funds from other Government - - - 
State & Federal Forest Land 169.39 176.14 176.14 176.14
NH Rev. Sharing & DRA 334k+250k 655,357.00        655,357.00        
FEMA - - - - 
Planning Board Fees 800.00 1,343.00            1,343.00            1,200.00              
Planning Board Sale Ordinances - 
Planning Board Misc. Revenue - 
Planning Board Recording Fees 325.00 244.80 244.80 240.00
Planning Board Advertising 100.00 - - 100.00
Planning Board Postage 100.00 - - 100.00
- 
Police Dept. Copies 700.00 1,121.00            1,146.00            1,000.00              
Police Dept. Miscellaneous 2,000.00 839.00 875.00 900.00
Police Dept. Special Detail - 
- 
Fire Department Services 16,000.00 14,346.00          14,346.00          16,320.00            
Orange Recycle 13,900.00 15,828.41          15,828.41          16,144.56            
Welfare Reimbursements 1,000.00 425.00 425.00 400.00
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Town of Canaan
2020  Revenue Budget 2019 YTD
Acct. Name
2019Budgeted 
Revenue 2019 YTD 2019 Year End 2020 EST
Grand List -                                 -                     -                       
Assessing Files
Junk Yard Permits 75.00                             75.00                 75.00                 75.00                   
Sale of Scrap Metal 12,000.00                      9,929.00            9,929.00            10,000.00            
Sale of Mixed Recyclables 1,200.00                        -                     -                       
Batteries Fees 298.00               298.00               200.00                 
Appliances Fees 1,500.00                        1,665.00            1,675.00            1,500.00              
C&D Fees -                                 -                     
Tire Fees 1,500.00                        2,310.00            2,811.00            2,500.00              
Electronics 2,400.00                        1,845.00            1,890.00            2,000.00              
Florescent Blubs Fees 150.00                           153.00               156.00               150.00                 
Propane Tanks Fees 100.00                           56.00                 56.00                 100.00                 
TS Misc. 527.00               527.00               -                       
Haz Mat Collections 1,600.00                        -                     -                     -                       
-                     
-                     
Sale of Property 20,000.00                      19,951.00          19,951.00          25,000.00            
Meeting House Rental 450.00                           400.00               480.00               450.00                 
Interest on Investments 5,500.00                        5,552.00            5,564.00            33,000.00            





Other Misc. Revenue 500.00                           276.00               452.43               15,200.00            
Lien Sale Premium -                     
Cemetery Expense Reimbursemen 38,000.00                      33,604.29          33,604.29          16,000.00            
Cemetery Fees 4,800.00                        2,925.00            2,925.00            3,000.00              
Transfers Trustee of Trust Funds 148,000.00                    148,000.00        285,931.00        147,000.00          
From Unassigned 380,000.00                    380,000.00        380,000.00        50,000.00            
Grand Fund Total 4,446,886.51                 4,915,634.64 5,355,672.01 4,274,762.06       
Revenue Over/Under 468,748.13        234,052.01        
Approved Budget $5,121,620.00 $5,121,620.00 $4,265,543.27
Un-Assigned Fund Balance Unspent 2019 and 2020 ($205,985.36) $234,052.01 $9,218.79
$1,085,790.00 Starting Balance Under Spent $196,126.00
$380,000.00 Spent per Voters $430,178.01





2020 Budget Analysis 
Goals: 
Cover all costs. 
Rebuild Unassigned Fund Balance & continue Capital Reserves 
Expansion to cover Village flood mitigation and water main 
replacement  covered by loans, grants and user fees (water). 
Complete highway work deferred in 2019. 
Cover debt service to repay Fairpoint. 
Expected End tax rate in 2020 $7.40 or 2% increase.    Rate without 
1% tax base increase would be $7.46 or a 3% increase. 
FairPoint Debt service is $66,000 Interest is $7,000   
Significant INCREASES  in: 
Elections $3,000 
Computer Technology $3,000 
Regional Prosecutor $12,000 
Health Insurance $7,000 
Police Salaries $31,000 
Police Equipment $16,000 
Police Retirement $10,000 
Ambulance Service $9,000 
Fire Equipment $12,000 
Fire Payroll $10,000 
Emergency Management  Payroll $6,000 
Salt $25,000 
Gravel  $6,000 
Trash Tipping Fee $9,000 
Debt Service $73,000 
Fuel $20,000 
Total $260,000     28% of increase is debt service for FairPoint 
Settlement 
Significant DECREASES in: 
Workers Compensation Insurance $12,000 
Legal Fees $20,000 
Cemetery Overtime $3,000 




Non-tax revenue is increasing by $96,000 
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The trustees of trust funds (named below) are an elected board of 
Canaan residents responsible for the management of capital reserve 
funds both for the Town of Canaan and for the Mascoma Valley 
Regional School District.  We also handle scholarship, memorial funds 
and perpetual trusts, the majority of which are cemetery trust funds.  As 
reflected on the attached detail, the 12/31/19 market value of these 
funds is slightly in excess of $2.7 million. 
 
The trustees engage the services of Charter Trust Company for 
investment management, recordkeeping and State of NH reporting.  We 
have a written investment policy, reviewed annually, which sets the 
framework for selection of assets.  Monthly statements are provided to 
the trustees, the town finance office, and to the business manager of the 
school district.  We would be pleased to hear from any community 
member interested in learning more about these funds.  Our meeting 
dates are posted on the town calendar. 
 




















































































































































































































































   
   
   





   





   
   
   






   
   





   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   






   
   
   



































































   
   






   






   
   








   
   





   
   
   
   




   
   






   
   






   
   
   







   
   
































































   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   
   





   
   
   


























































   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   
   





   
   
   



















































   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   






   
   
   

























































   
   
   





   






   
   








   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   






   
   
   







   
   


































































   
   
   












   
   
   
   




   
   
   































































   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   






   
   
   





























































   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   






   
   
   

























































   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   
   




   
   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   
   





   
   
   








   












   
   





   







   





   
   





   






   












   

































































































































































































































































































   
   
   
   





   
   
   










   
   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   



























































   
   




   
   






   








   
   





   
   






   






   
   







   






   
   







   
   
















































   
   
   
   





   
   
   










   
   
   
   




   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   





















































   
   
   






   
   
   







   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   
   





   
   
   


















































   
   
   





   
   





   
   







   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   

















































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   
   





   
   
   






















































   
   







   








   
   







   






   






   
   







   







   







   
   

















































   
   




   
   







   







   
   






   






   







   















   







   
   























































   
   






   
   








   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   
   





   
   
   







   
   














































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   
   





   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   




















































   
   






   






   








   
   







   






   






   
   







   






   
   







   
   






















































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   














































   
   
   
   










   
   
   
   




   
   
   






























































   
   





   
   






   








   
   






   
   






   






   
   







   
   







   
   





















































   
   







   








   
   





   
   
   






   






   
   







   
   







   
   







































   
   







   








   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   







   
   







   
   








































   
   







   








   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   







   
   







   
   







































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   






















































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   






































































   
   







   







   







   
   







   






   






   
   







   







   







   
   


























































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   





   
   
   
   




   
   






   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   























































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   
   






   
   






   
   
   

















































   
   
   






   
   







   
   
   





   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   





   
   
   






   
   
   

























































   
   







   








   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   







   
   







   
   

































































   
   







   





   
   







   
   






   
   





   
   






   
   






   
   






   
   







   
   








































































   
   






   
   





   
   
   







   
   





   
   
   





   
   






   
   
   





   
   
   




   
   
   







   
   









   

















   







   






































   



























































































Land Value Only Acres Valuation
1A Current Use RSA 79-A 25,775.32 $1,531,387
1B Conservation Restriction Assessment RSA 79-B 0.00 $0
1C Discretionary Easements RSA 79-C 0.00 $0
1D Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D 0.07 $1,250
1E Taxation of Land Under Farm Structures RSA 79-F 0.00 $0
1F Residential Land 5,690.44 $122,908,600
1G Commercial/Industrial Land 540.21 $6,683,400
1H Total of Taxable Land 32,006.04 $131,124,637
1I Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable Land 1,048.03 $3,322,800
Buildings Value Only Structures Valuation
2A Residential $152,759,313
2B Manufactured Housing RSA 674:31 $15,833,600
2C Commercial/Industrial $41,440,200
2D Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D 1 $8,592
2E Taxation of Farm Structures RSA 79-F 0 $0
2F Total of Taxable Buildings $210,041,705
2G Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable Buildings $50,723,495
Utilities & Timber Valuation
3A Utilities $7,453,800
3B Other Utilities $0
4 Mature Wood and Timber RSA 79:5 $0
5 Valuation before Exemption $348,620,142
Exemptions Total Granted Valuation
6 Certain Disabled Veterans RSA 72:36-a 0 $0
7 Improvements to Assist the Deaf RSA 72:38-b V 0 $0
8 Improvements to Assist Persons with Disabilities RSA 72:37-a 0 $0
9 School Dining/Dormitory/Kitchen Exemption RSA 72:23-IV 1 $150,000
10A Non-Utility Water & Air Pollution Control Exemption RSA 72:12 0 $0
10B Utility Water & Air Polution Control Exemption RSA 72:12-a 0 $0
11 Modified Assessed Value of All Properties $348,470,142
Optional Exemptions Amount Per Total Grant Valuation
12 Blind Exemption RSA 72:37 $15,000 0 $0
13 Elderly Exemption RSA 72:39-a,b 38 $2,514,936
14 Deaf Exemption RSA 72:38-b $0 0 $0
15 Disabled Exemption RSA 72:37-b $85,000 19 $1,308,100
16 Wood Heating Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:70 0 $0
17 Solar Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:62 4 $200
18 Wind Powered Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:66 0 $0
19 Additional School Dining/Dorm/Kitchen Exemptions RSA 72:23 0 $0
20 Total Dollar Amount of Exemptions $3,823,236
21A Net Valuation $344,646,906
21B Less TIF Retained Value $0
21C Net Valuation Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value $344,646,906
21D Less Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $0
21E Net Valuation Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value and Comm/Ind Construction Exem $344,646,906
22 Less Utilities $7,453,800
23A Net Valuation without Utilities $337,193,106
23B Net Valuation without Utilities, Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value $337,193,106










The municipality DOES NOT use DRA utility values. The municipality IS NOT equalized by the ratio.
Electric Company Name Valuation
LIBERTY UTILITIES (GRANITE STATE ELECTRIC) CORP $4,323,600
NEW HAMPSHIRE ELECTRIC COOP $3,130,200
$7,453,800








Veteran's Tax Credits Limits Number Est. Tax Credits
Veterans' Tax Credit RSA 72:28 $200 134 $26,800
Surviving Spouse RSA 72:29-a $700 0 $0
Tax Credit for Service-Connected Total Disability RSA 72:35 $1,400 12 $16,800
All Veterans Tax Credit RSA 72:28-b $0 0 $0
Combat Service Tax Credit RSA 72:28-c $0 0 $0
146 $43,600
Has the municipality adopted Community Tax Relief Incentive? (RSA 79-E)
Granted/Adopted? Yes Structures: 0
Has the municipality adopted Taxation of Certain Chartered Public School Facilities? (RSA 79-H)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:
Has the municipality adopted Taxation of Qualifying Historic Buildings? (RSA 79-G)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:
Has the municipality adopted the optional commercial and industrial construction exemption? (RSA 72:76-78 or RSA 
72:80-83)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:
Percent of assessed value attributable to new construction to be exempted:
Total Exemption Granted:
Has the municipality granted any credits under the low-income housing tax credit tax program? (RSA 75:1-a)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:
Assessed value prior to effective date of RSA 75:1-a:
Current Assessed Value:














First-time Filers Granted Elderly 





Total Number of Individuals Granted Elderly Exemptions for the Current Tax 
Year and Total Number of Exemptions Granted
Age Number Amount Maximum Total
65-74 10 $65,000 $650,000 $590,900
75-79 10 $75,000 $750,000 $641,300
















Current Use RSA 79-A Total Acres Valuation
Farm Land 1,494.62 $414,285
Forest Land 15,281.95 $832,935
Forest Land with Documented Stewardship 7,170.39 $250,352
Unproductive Land 341.65 $6,430
Wet Land 1,486.71 $27,385
25,775.32 $1,531,387
Other Current Use Statistics
Total Number of Acres Receiving 20% Rec. Adjustment Acres: 7,559.25
Total Number of Acres Removed from Current Use During Current Tax Year Acres: 6.11
Total Number of Owners in Current Use Owners: 421
Total Number of Parcels in Current Use Parcels: 753
Land Use Change Tax
Gross Monies Received for Calendar Year $3,066
Conservation Allocation Percentage: 50.00% Dollar Amount: $5,000
Monies to Conservation Fund $1,533
Monies to General Fund $1,533
Conservation Restriction Assessment Report RSA 79-B Acres Valuation
Farm Land 0.00 $0
Forest Land 0.00 $0
Forest Land with Documented Stewardship 0.00 $0
Unproductive Land 0.00 $0
Wet Land 0.00 $0
0.00 $0
Other Conservation Restriction Assessment Statistics
Total Number of Acres Receiving 20% Rec. Adjustment Acres: 0.00
Total Number of Acres Removed from Conservation Restriction During Current Tax Year Acres:
Owners in Conservation Restriction Owners: 0
Parcels in Conservation Restriction Parcels: 0








Discretionary Easements RSA 79-C Acres Owners Assessed Valuation
0.00 0 $0
Taxation of Farm Structures and Land Under Farm Structures RSA 79-F
Number Granted Structures Acres Land Valuation Structure Valuation
0 0 0.00 $0 $0
Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D
Owners Structures Acres Land Valuation Structure Valuation
1 1 0.07 $1,250 $8,592
Map Lot Block % Description
000005 000024 000000 50 79-D HISTORIC BARN
Tax Increment Financing District Date Original Unretained Retained Current
This municipality has no TIF districts.
Revenues Received from Payments in Lieu of Tax Revenue Acres
State and Federal Forest Land, Recreational and/or land from MS-434, account 3356 and 3357 $176.00 216.00
White Mountain National Forest only, account 3186 $0.00 0.00
Payments in Lieu of Tax from Renewable Generation Facilities (RSA 72:74) Amount
This municipality has not adopted RSA 72:74 or has no applicable PILT sources.
Other Sources of Payments in Lieu of Taxes (MS-434 Account 3186) Amount
ENFIELD, TOWN OF $2,892
$2,892
Notes








Canaan Town Clerk/ Tax 
Collector 2019 Annual Report  
Office of the Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
1169 US Route 4, PO Box 38 
Canaan, NH 03741 
vmcalister@canaannh.org 
 
2019 was a fairly quiet year for elections with just the local election 
taking place.  The Canaan Town Election was held on March 12, 2019.  
There were 517 ballots cast and 8 new registrations that day.  2020 will 
be a very busy year for elections.  We have the Presidential Primary on 
February 11, 2020.  The Town Election will be March 10, 2020.  The 
State Primary will be September 8, 2020.  And the State General 
Election will be November 3, 2020. 
 
Renovations took place in the town office over the Christmas break 
which was very welcome.  Floors were replaced, walls were painted.  
Everything looks nice and fresh. 
 
Just a reminder that we do process boat registrations at the town office 
now.  Please bring your current boat registration with you if it has been 
registered in the past. 
 
October of 2020 will be the date that everyone will need the federally 
mandated “Real ID” driver’s license/ non-driver’s ID to board a 
domestic flight or enter certain federal/state facilities.  The State of NH 
Motor Vehicle Department is working to make this easier to obtain by 
opening certain DMV locations on the second Saturday of each month 
from 8 am to 12 pm.  If you look on their website you will see the 
locations and the documents that you will need to bring with you to 
obtain the Real ID. 
 
House Bill 391 was passed and signed into law as/of July 2019 which 
requires that a current, government-issued photo identification card be 
presented when obtaining a registration permit.  So going forward, 
please have your driver’s license or photo ID with you when registering 







I would like to thank Ann Labrie for her outstanding performance as 
Deputy Town Clerk/ Tax Collector.  She does a great job and I 
appreciate her dedication to the Town of Canaan. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Vicky J. McAlister 
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Report of the Town Clerk 
FEES RECEIVED 





VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS----------5975-- TOTAL- $751,332.65 
  
TITLES AND MISC. FEES---------------------------------- $2,534.00 
  
MUNICIPAL AGENT FEES-------------------------------- $17,460.00 
  
DOG LICENSE FEES---------------------------------------- $5,316.50 
  
DOG FINES----------------------------------------------------- $55.00 
  
VITAL RECORD FEES-----------Gross ($1,900.00)----- $894.00(Net) 
  
MARRIAGE LICENSE FEES-----Gross ($700.00)------ $106.00(Net) 
  
UCC FILING FEES-------------------------------------------- $1,335.00 
  
POSTAGE E-REG---------------------------------------------- $542.80 
  
BOAT REGISTRATION FEES----------------------------- $2,349.08 
TOTAL RECEIPTS------------------------------ 
























Jurisdiction Tax Effort Valuation Tax Rate
Total
Municipal Tax Rate Calculation
Jurisdiction Tax Effort Valuation Tax Rate
Municipal $2,496,068 $344,646,906 $7.25
County $649,196 $344,646,906 $1.88
Local Education $7,434,777 $344,646,906 $21.57
State Education $752,560 $337,193,106 $2.23
Total $11,332,601 $32.93










Total Municipal Tax Effort $11,332,601
War Service Credits ($43,600)
Village District Tax Effort $0
Total Property Tax Commitment $11,289,001
10/23/2019
James P. Gerry
Director of Municipal and Property Division
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration







Net Revenues (Not Including Fund Balance) ($1,831,596)
Fund Balance Voted Surplus ($380,000)
Fund Balance to Reduce Taxes $0
War Service Credits $43,600
Special Adjustment $0
Actual Overlay Used $2,963
Net Required Local Tax Effort $2,496,068
County Apportionment
Description Appropriation Revenue
Net County Apportionment $649,196
Net Required County Tax Effort $649,196
Education
Description Appropriation Revenue
Net Local School Appropriations $0
Valuation
Municipal (MS-1)
Description Current Year Prior Year
Total Assessment Valuation with Utilities $344,646,906 $341,697,403
Total Assessment Valuation without Utilities $337,193,106 $334,186,903
Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $0 $0
Total Assessment Valuation with Utilities, Less Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $344,646,906 $341,697,403
Village (MS-1V)
Description Current Year
Net Cooperative School Appropriations $10,592,423
Net Education Grant ($2,405,086)
Locally Retained State Education Tax ($752,560)
Net Required Local Education Tax Effort $7,434,777
State Education Tax $752,560
State Education Tax Not Retained $0
Net Required State Education Tax Effort $752,560






Enterprise Funds and Current Year Bonds $194,837
General Fund Operating Expenses $13,302,797
Final Overlay $2,963
DRA has provided a reference range of fund balance retention amounts below. Please utilize these ranges in the 
determination of the adequacy of your municipality’s unrestricted fund balance, as currently defined in GASB Statement 
54.  Retention amounts, as part of the municipality’s stabilization fund policy [1], should be assessed dependent upon 
your governments own long-term forecasts and special circumstances.  Please note that current best practices published 
by GFOA recommend, at a minimum, that “…general purpose governments, regardless of size, maintain unrestricted 
fund balance in their general fund of no less than two months of regular general fund operating revenues or regular 
general fund operating expenditures.” [2],[3]
[1] The National Advisory Council on State and Local Budgeting (NACSLB), (1998), Framework for Improved State and Local Government Budgeting: Recommended Budget Practices (4.1), pg. 17.
[2] Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA), (2015), Best Practice: Fund Balance Guidelines for the General Fund..
[3] Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA), (2011), Best Practice: Replenishing General Fund Balance.
2019 Fund Balance Retention Guidelines: Canaan
Description Amount
Current Amount Retained (0.92%) $121,762
17% Retained (Maximum Recommended) $2,261,475
10% Retained $1,330,280
8% Retained $1,064,224
5% Retained (Minimum Recommended) $665,140
NOTICE: The current fund balance retained amount is below the minimum recommended threshold.






























Canaan, New Hampshire 
2020 
Grafton S.S.      Town of Canaan 
To the inhabitants of the Town of Canaan, New Hampshire, who are 
qualified to vote in Town affairs. 
First Session: 
The first session of the Annual Town Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, February 8, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. at Canaan Elementary 
School on School Street in Canaan, NH. The first session will consist 
of explanation, discussion and debate on each of the following warrant 
articles, and also allow voters who are present to adopt amendments to 
warrant articles, except articles whose wording is prescribed by law. 
Second Session: 
The second session of the Annual Town Meeting is to elect Town 
Officers by official ballot and to vote on all warrant articles as they 
may have been amended at the first session. This meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at the Canaan Fire Station at 62 NH 
Route 118 in Canaan, NH. The polls for voting by official ballot will 
open at 8:00 A.M. and will close at 7:00 P.M. 
Article 1 
To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers: 
POSITION TERM 
One Selectman 3 Years 
One Town Clerk/Tax Collector    3 Years 
One Moderator 2 Years 
One Trustee of the Trust Funds 3 Years 
Two Planning Board Members 3 Years 
One Library Trustee 3 Years 
Three Budget Committee Members 3 Years 
Supervisor of the Checklist  6 Years 
67
68
Article 02 General Fund Appropriation
Shall the Town of Canaan raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts 
set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the 
purposes set forth therein, totaling $4,036,477, with $50,000 to come from the unassigned fund 
balance as of December 31, 2019?  Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be 
$3,902,604, which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of 
the Town or by law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 
40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. (Majority vote required)
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article
The Budget Committee Yes 7 No 1 Recommends this article
Article 03 Water & Sewer
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Ninety Four 
Thousand Six Hundred and Seventeen Dollars ($194,617) for Water and Sewer Operations for the 
Town of Canaan with $97,348 to be raised and appropriated for Water and $97,269 to be raised 
and appropriated for Sewer.  These funds are raised by Water and Sewer user fees with no 
amount to come from property taxes. (Majority vote required.)
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article
The Budget Committee Yes 7 No 1 Recommends this article
No additional property tax impact. User fees fund these programs. No anticipated increase or 
decrease in user fees. 
Article 04 Purchase 10 Wheel Dump Truck
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the total sum of One Hundred Eighty 
Thousand dollars ($180,000.00) for the purchase of a 10 Wheel Dump Truck to replace the 2005
International 10 Wheel Dump Truck #104; and further, of this total, to authorize the withdrawal of 
up to One Hundred Eighty Thousand dollars ($180,000.00) from the Highway Equipment Capital 
Reserve Fund, with no additional amount to be raised by taxation. Any trade in value or proceeds 
from the sale of the old truck is to be applied to reduce the purchase price to be within the 
appropriated $180,000. (Majority vote required) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article
The Budget Committee Yes 7 No 0 Abstain 1 Recommends this article
No additional property tax impact.








Article 05 Purchase Police Cruiser
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the total sum of Thirty Seven Thousand 
dollars ($37,000.00) for the purchase of a new 4 wheel drive police vehicle to replace the 2013
Ford Taurus Interceptor; and further, of this total, to authorize the withdrawal of up to Thirty Seven 
Thousand Dollars ($37,000.00) from the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund, with no additional 
amount to be raised by taxation. Any trade in value or proceeds from the sale of the old cruiser is 
to be applied to reduce the purchase price to be within the
appropriated $37,000. (Majority vote required) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 0 Recommends this article 
No property tax impact.
Article 06 Appropriate NH Municipal Aid Money for Paving
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seventy One Thousand Three 
Hundred and Fifty Seven Dollars ($71,357.00) to be used for paving in 2020 and shall be in 
addition to money budgeted in the General Fund Road Construction Budget. The amount to be 
raised shall be appropriated from the 2019 HB 4 Municipal Aid that is received from the State of 
New Hampshire in 2020 and is budgeted in the 2020 Revenue Budget. No additional taxes will be 
raised to support this appropriation.     (Majority vote required)
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article
The Budget Committee Yes 7 No 1  Recommends this article
No property tax impact.
Article 07 Appropriate Flood Mitigation Funds
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Seven Million Five Hundred Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($7,510,000). This appropriation will be used for flood mitigation improvements in Canaan 
that will replace two bridges (Transfer Station & Potato Road), two railroad trestles (Behind 
Williams Field and Barney Residence), a sewer pump station and install a new bridge on Potato 
Road.  One Hundred Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($115,000.00) of this appropriation will  come from 
the Unassigned Fund Balance as of December 31, 2019 (surplus).  The balance of this amount
will come from a US Economic Development Administration grant of $6,008,000 and $1,387,000 in 
NH DOT funding. The funding for this article will require that no additional amount be raised from 
taxation. This appropriation is conditioned on receipt of sufficient State and Federal funding. This 
article is to be non-lapsing through 2022. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article 
The Budget Committee Yes 7 No 1 Recommends this article 
No property tax impact.








No property tax impact
e
No property tax impact.
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Article 12 Support of Tri County CAP By Petition
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,960.00 to support Tri County 
CAP's Homeless Intervention and Prevention Program, a community service program provided by 
Tri County Community Action Program, Inc. (Majority vote required) By Petition.
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article
The Budget Committee Yes 4 No 3 Abstain 1  Recommends this article
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate $.01 per thousand or $1.15 on a 
home worth $200,000.
Article 13 Grafton County Senior Citizens By Petition
Shall the voters raise and appropriate Thirteen Thousand Dollars ($13,000.00) to Grafton County 
Senior Citizens Council, Inc. through the Mascoma Area Senior Center and the ServiceLink 
Resource Center for services for Canaan residents in 2020.  These services include congregate 
meals, home delivered meals, transportation, outreach support, ServiceLink support and more.  In 
FY 2019, Grafton Senior Citizens Council, Inc. provided services for 223 Canaan residents and 
Service Link provided services for 117 Residents. The cost of providing these services was 
$135,256.30. (Majority vote required.) By Petition.
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article
The Budget Committee Yes 5 No 2 Abstain 1 Recommends this article
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate $.04 per thousand or $7.61 on a 
home worth $200,000.
Article 14 Mascoma Community Health Center By Petition
Shall the voters vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand ($10,000) to support 
Mascoma Community Health Center in 2020? This appropriation will be used to offset some of the 
$20,539 donated by the Center to provide care for uninsured and under insured Canaan 
Residents.
Mascoma Community Health Center served 1,031 medical and dental patients from Canaan in the 
past 12 months, representing about 27% of the Town's population. Canaan Residents made 4,701
visits to the Center in 2019. By Petition.
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article
The Budget Committee Yes 4 No 2 Abstain 2  Recommends this article
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate $.03 per thousand or $5.86 on a 
home worth $200,000.












Warrant Explanatory Notes 
 
Article 1. 
Paper ballot on Town Meeting Day for elected officials. 
 
Article 2.  
Approval of general government funding. 
 
This article represents an increase of $206,923 
over the amount budgeted in 2019. Of this amount 
$73,000 is debt service to pay off the FairPoint 
property tax case. The default budget would be 















Approval of water and sewer funding. 
This is just $220 less than last year’s budget.   
 
Article 4. 
Allows the Selectmen to take up to $180,000 from capital reserve 
monies set aside over several years to purchase a replacement for 
the town’s 2005 10 wheel dump truck. The current truck is 15 
years old. There are sufficient funds in the capital reserve to pay 
for the truck. No new taxes will be raised or used. 
 
Article 5. 
The Town is asking to take $30,000 from the Fire Equipment 
Capital Reserve to purchase a used Fire Command SUV to 
replace the current 2006 pick-up truck. No new taxes will be 
raised or used. 
 
While the operating budget is 5.4% higher, taxes 
are expected to increase only 2% because of 
higher actual revenues in 2019 and because our 
tax base is growing about 1% a year.  
Pay increased 2% for cost of living. Increases in 




The Town will receive a revenue sharing check from the State of 
New Hampshire for approximately $71,357. This is a grant that 
likely will not be repeated in future years. The voters are being 
asked to approve the use of this grant to pay for paving in 
addition to the normal paving. Last year we deferred paving to 
use the funds for flood work. This $71,000 will allow us to catch 
up for about half of what we deferred. No new taxes will be 




After the June flood, we were able to develop a strategy to 
implement most of the flood mitigation plans that were 
developed in 2017 and 2018. 
 
These are the plans that were developed in 2017 and 2018. 
1. Replace the Transfer Station bridge.  
1. Replace the trestles behind Williams Field and Dale 
Barney’s house. The current trestles are supported by 
many pilings that block river flow and back water up into 
the Village. 
2. Remove old trestle pilings along Graceville Road. 
3. Rebuild the Route 4 bridge by Canaan Village Pizza 
(NOT PLANNED AT THIS TIME).  
4. Elevate Potato Road above flood elevation. 
5. Flood proof the sewer pump station that is between 
Williams Field and Depot Street. 
6. Reinforce the banks of Orange Brook to prevent flooding 
of the race track and create emergency overflow areas. 
 
Of these, we are in the process of securing $7.5 million in grants 
to complete all of these elements of the original plan except for 
#4, a new bridge over Route 4. Canaan’s share of this cost would 
$115,000 and this is already available. 
 
This Article allows us to accept and spend the $7.5 million. None 
of this money is coming from new taxes. These changes will 
reduce almost all Potato Road flooding, Canaan Village flooding 





Fund Balance (surplus).  
Several articles use money from surplus funds (fund balance) at 
the end of 2019. The balance was $1,085,790 per DRA at the end 
of 2018.  The voters expended $380,000 of this amount to fund 
Capital Reserves and acquire a new gravel pit in 2019. Another 
$250,000 was authorized by DRA to be used to fund flood 
repairs. That left $455,790 out of the 2018 balance. In 2019 we 
under spent the budget by $196,000 and had excess revenue of 
$234,000. This resulted in a $434,000 increase in the Un-



















That balance increased during 2019 by approximately 
$434,000.  
 
The following articles ask to use the increase in this fund over 
last year to fund capital costs. The amounts to be used this year 
are much lower to allow us to rebuild the Un-Assigned Fund 
Balance back to $1 million dollars. In spite of this our capital 
reserve spending schedule remains unchanged. All expenditures 
from this balance must be approved by the voters. The primary 
use of the surplus is to fund capital reserves for the replacement 
of equipment. You can see the replacement plans and costs in the 
Capital Improvement Program Report in the Town Department 




Articles 8.  
This Article funds the bridge capital reserve fund by adding 
$40,000. This funding is essential to cover the cost of the 
replacement of the Potato Road Bridge and the Grist Mill Hill 
Bridge over the next 5 years. Bridges typically require about 
$200,000 in local money for each replacement. The money will 
not come from new taxes but will come from prior year surplus 
(un-assigned fund balance). 
 
Article 9. 
This Articles funds capital reserve funds by $10,000 that is used 
to pay for a state mandated revaluation every 5 years. 
Revaluations cost about $50,000 and this Article funds 20% of 
the cost each year.  This sum will come from the Un-Assigned 
Fund Balance (surplus) and would not raise taxes.  
 
Article 10. 
This Article asks the voters to expand the availability of the 
Veteran $200 tax credit to all veterans. Many, but not all veterans 
currently receive this credit. The law was recently changed to 
extend the credit to all veterans if the voters approve.  
 
Article 11 BY PETITION. 
This Article asks the voters to exempt from tax the value of wind, 
solar or wood burning equipment used for heat or energy. The 
exemption will only apply if the equipment is part of the tax 
assessment.   
 
Articles 12 through 19. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































0000-0000 Collective Bargaining $0 $0 $0 $0
4130-4139 Executive $105,731 $0 $0 $105,731
4140-4149 Election, Registration, and Vital Statistics $98,790 $3,250 $0 $102,040
4150-4151 Financial Administration $145,642 $0 $0 $145,642
4152 Revaluation of Property $93,985 $0 $0 $93,985
4153 Legal Expense $120,000 $13,000 $0 $133,000
4155-4159 Personnel Administration $459,573 $0 $0 $459,573
4191-4193 Planning and Zoning $1,304 $0 $0 $1,304
4194 General Government Buildings $108,448 $0 $0 $108,448
4195 Cemeteries $42,514 $0 $0 $42,514
4196 Insurance $58,148 $2,000 $0 $60,148
4197 Advertising and Regional Association $0 $0 $0 $0
4199 Other General Government $52,853 $0 $0 $52,853
General Government Subtotal $1,286,988 $18,250 $0 $1,305,238
Public Safety
4210-4214 Police $666,650 $3,000 $0 $669,650
4215-4219 Ambulance $125,000 $9,000 $0 $134,000
4220-4229 Fire $118,245 $7,300 $0 $125,545
4240-4249 Building Inspection $3,640 $0 $0 $3,640
4290-4298 Emergency Management $83,884 $7,000 $0 $90,884
4299 Other (Including Communications) $201,854 $0 $0 $201,854
Public Safety Subtotal $1,199,273 $26,300 $0 $1,225,573
Airport/Aviation Center
4301-4309 Airport Operations $0 $0 $0 $0
Airport/Aviation Center Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0
Highways and Streets
4311 Administration $71,687 $0 $0 $71,687
4312 Highways and Streets $713,592 $0 $0 $713,592
4313 Bridges $1 $0 $0 $1
4316 Street Lighting $14,500 $0 $0 $14,500
4319 Other $0 $0 $0 $0
Highways and Streets Subtotal $799,780 $0 $0 $799,780
















4321 Administration $0 $0 $0 $0
4323 Solid Waste Collection $90,282 $0 $0 $90,282
4324 Solid Waste Disposal $115,967 $10,500 $0 $126,467
4325 Solid Waste Cleanup $0 $0 $0 $0
4326-4328 Sewage Collection and Disposal $0 $0 $0 $0
4329 Other Sanitation $0 $0 $0 $0
Sanitation Subtotal $206,249 $10,500 $0 $216,749
Water Distribution and Treatment
4331 Administration $0 $0 $0 $0
4332 Water Services $0 $0 $0 $0
4335-4339 Water Treatment, Conservation and Other $0 $0 $0 $0
Water Distribution and Treatment Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0
Electric
4351-4352 Administration and Generation $0 $0 $0 $0
4353 Purchase Costs $0 $0 $0 $0
4354 Electric Equipment Maintenance $0 $0 $0 $0
4359 Other Electric Costs $0 $0 $0 $0
Electric Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0
Health
4411 Administration $1,662 $0 $0 $1,662
4414 Pest Control $0 $0 $0 $0
4415-4419 Health Agencies, Hospitals, and Other $0 $0 $0 $0
Health Subtotal $1,662 $0 $0 $1,662
Welfare
4441-4442 Administration and Direct Assistance $8,595 $0 $0 $8,595
4444 Intergovernmental Welfare Payments $0 $0 $0 $0
4445-4449 Vendor Payments and Other $64,501 $0 $0 $64,501
Welfare Subtotal $73,096 $0 $0 $73,096
Culture and Recreation
4520-4529 Parks and Recreation $26,025 $0 $0 $26,025
4550-4559 Library $180,474 $0 $0 $180,474
4583 Patriotic Purposes $1 $0 $0 $1
4589 Other Culture and Recreation $1,000 $0 $0 $1,000
Culture and Recreation Subtotal $207,500 $0 $0 $207,500

















4611-4612 Administration and Purchasing of Natural Resources $1 $0 $0 $1
4619 Other Conservation $0 $0 $0 $0
4631-4632 Redevelopment and Housing $0 $0 $0 $0
4651-4659 Economic Development $0 $0 $0 $0
Conservation and Development Subtotal $1 $0 $0 $1
Debt Service
4711 Long Term Bonds and Notes - Principal $1 $0 $0 $1
4721 Long Term Bonds and Notes - Interest $1 $0 $0 $1
4723 Tax Anticipation Notes - Interest $1 $73,000 $0 $73,001
4790-4799 Other Debt Service $0 $0 $0 $0
Debt Service Subtotal $3 $73,000 $0 $73,003
Capital Outlay
4901 Land $55,000 $0 ($55,000) $0
4902 Machinery, Vehicles, and Equipment $1 $0 $0 $1
4903 Buildings $0 $0 $0 $0
4909 Improvements Other than Buildings $1 $0 $0 $1
Capital Outlay Subtotal $55,002 $0 ($55,000) $2
Operating Transfers Out
4912 To Special Revenue Fund $0 $0 $0 $0
4913 To Capital Projects Fund $0 $0 $0 $0
4914A To Proprietary Fund - Airport $0 $0 $0 $0
4914E To Proprietary Fund - Electric $0 $0 $0 $0
4914O To Proprietary Fund - Other $0 $0 $0 $0
4914S To Proprietary Fund - Sewer $0 $0 $0 $0
4914W To Proprietary Fund - Water $0 $0 $0 $0
4915 To Capital Reserve Fund $0 $0 $0 $0
4916 To Expendable Trusts/Fiduciary Funds $0 $0 $0 $0
4917 To Health Maintenance Trust Funds $0 $0 $0 $0
4918 To Non-Expendable Trust Funds $0 $0 $0 $0
4919 To Fiduciary Funds $0 $0 $0 $0
Operating Transfers Out Subtotal $0 $0 $0 $0
Total Operating Budget Appropriations $3,829,554 $128,050 ($55,000) $3,902,604










4215-4219 Inter Municipal Agree
4140-4149 2020 General Election
4290-4298 Chief's Contract
4220-4229 Chief's Contract




4723 Loan Related to Fairpoint






Reasons for Reductions/Increases & One-Time Appropriations
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1 
Town of Canaan 
Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
PO Box 38 
1169 US Route 4 
Canaan, New Hampshire 
03741 
  Phone: (603) 523-7106, ext 2 FAX: (603) 523-4526 
 E-mail:  vmcalister@canaannh.org
MINUTES 
Of 
 Town Meeting 
Deliberative Session 
February 9, 2019 
And 
 Day of Voting 
MARCH 12, 2019 
Town of Canaan, NH 
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2 
REPORT OF TOWN MEETING DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
February 9, 2019 
The Deliberative Session of the Annual Town Meeting was called to order by Moderator Dale 
Barney at the Canaan Elementary School, February 9, 2019 at 9:01 am.  After the Pledge of 
Allegiance, the Moderator read the rules:  1) no smoking on the premises; 2) only legally 
registered voters from Canaan may exercise their voting rights; 3) a person must be recognized 
by the chair prior to speaking and then should direct all comments through the Moderator; 4) all 
discussion must be related to the article on the floor; 5) there can only be one amendment at a 
time on the floor; 6) amendments must be in writing; 7) negative motions will not be accepted; 
8) the right to speak as well as the right to be heard will be respected; 9) comments should be
limited to three minutes or less; and 10) five or more signatures will be required for a petition for
a paper ballot on any article.
The Moderator asked for a moment of silence to honor the men and women in the military.
Article 2 General Fund Appropriation 
Shall the Town of Canaan raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set 
forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the 
purposes set forth therein, totaling $3,829,554?  Should this article be defeated, the default budget 
shall be $3,666,706, which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous 
action of the Town or by law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance 
with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. (Majority vote 
required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 1 Recommends this article. 
A motion to open Article 2 for discussion was made by David McAlister, second by Stephen 
Ward.  No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 2 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
Article 3 Water & Sewer 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Ninety Four 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty Seven Dollars ($194,837.00) for Water and Sewer Operations 
for the Town of Canaan with $97,179 to be raised and appropriated for Water and 
$97,658 to be raised and appropriated for Sewer. These funds are raised by water and sewer user 
fees with no amount to come from property taxes. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 1 Recommends this article. 





A motion to open Article 3 for discussion was made by Karen Wolk, second by Amy Thurber.  
No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 3 be placed on the ballot as written. 
 
Article 4 Purchase Asphalt Reclaimer Hotbox 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the total sum of Thirty Eight Thousand 
dollars ($38,000.00) for the purchase of a Asphalt Reclaimer Hotbox Trailer to replace the 2005 
Ray Tech RC8000 Asphalt Reclaimer; and further, of this total, to authorize the withdrawal of up 
to Thirty Eight Thousand Dollars ($38,000.00) from the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve 
Fund, with no additional amount to be raised by taxation. Any trade in value or proceeds from the 
sale of the old Reclaimer is to be applied to reduce the purchase price to be within the appropriated 
$38,000. (Majority vote required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 1 Recommends this article.  
No additional property tax impact. 
 
A motion to open Article 4 for discussion was made by Jim Rancore, second by David 
McAlister.  No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 4 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
 
Article 5 Purchase Fire Command SUV 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the total sum of Thirty Thousand dollars 
($30,000.00) for the purchase of a 4 wheel drive SUV Command Vehicle to replace the 2006 
Chevrolet 1500 Command Vehicle; and further, of this total, to authorize the withdrawal of up to 
Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) from the Fire Department Equipment Capital Reserve Fund, 
with no additional amount to be raised by taxation. Any trade in value or proceeds from the sale of 
the old truck is to be applied to reduce the purchase price to be within the appropriated $30,000. 
(Majority vote required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article.  
The Budget Committee Yes 9 No 0 Recommends this article.  
No additional property tax impact.  
 
A motion to open Article 5 for discussion was made by Bill Bellion, second by David 
McAlister.  No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 5 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
 
Article 6 Purchase a Fire Utility Truck for Forestry and Other Utility Functions 
 
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Five Thousand Dollars 
($45,000) for the purchase of a new Fire Utility Truck with multifunction flat bed for wildfire 
fighting, equipment transport, water transport and other utility; and authorize the withdrawal of 




by taxes. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 1 Recommends this article. 
No additional property tax impact. 
A motion to open Article 6 for discussion was made by Jim Rancore, second by Philip Neily.  
Bill Bellion spoke in favor of this article.  Dan Collins asked where the funds come from.  
Mike Samson explained that every year we vote to appropriate money to the Fire Equipment 
Capital Reserve Fund so that the Town of Canaan is ready when we need equipment and we 
do not have to borrow money.  Fire Department Capital Reserve funds are funded from taxes.  
No further discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 6 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
Article 7 Purchase Police Cruiser 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the total sum of Thirty Five Thousand dollars 
($35,000.00) for the purchase of a new 4 wheel drive police vehicle to replace the 2013 Ford 
Taurus Interceptor cruiser; and further, of this total, to authorize the withdrawal of up to Thirty Five 
Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) from the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund, with no additional 
amount to be raised by taxation. Any trade in value or proceeds from the sale of the old cruiser is to 
be applied to reduce the purchase price to be within the 
appropriated $35,000. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 9 No 0 Recommends this article. 
No property tax impact. 
A motion to open Article 7 for discussion was made by David McAlister, second by Jim 
Rancore.  No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 7 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
Article 8 Appropriate to Highway Equipment Capital Reserve 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Forty Thousand 
Dollars ($140,000.00) to be added to the previously established Capital Reserve Fund for Highway 
Equipment with the Legislative Body (the Voters) as Agents to Expend. This sum to come from the 
Unassigned Fund Balance as of December 31, 2018 (surplus) and will require that no additional 
amount be raised from taxation. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 9 No 0 Recommends this article 
A motion to open Article 8 for discussion was made by Stephen Ward, second by Bob Scott. 




Article 9 Appropriate to Bridge Capital Reserve Account 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars 
($40,000.00) to be added to the previously established Bridge Capital Reserve Fund with the 
Governing Body (the Selectmen) as Agents to Expend. This sum to come from the Unassigned 
Fund Balance as of December 31, 2018 (surplus) and will require that no additional amount be 
raised from taxation. (Majority vote required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article.  
The Budget Committee Yes 9 No 0 Recommends this article. 
 
A motion to open Article 9 for discussion was made by Bob Scott, second by David McAlister.  
No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 9 be placed on the ballot as written. 
 
Article 10 Appropriate to Revaluation Capital Reserve 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) 
to be added to the previously established Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund with the Governing 
Body (the Selectmen) as Agents to Expend. This amount to be raised by taxation. (Majority vote 
required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 9 No 0 Recommends this article. 
This will increase the tax rate by $.03 and will result in an additional tax of $5.85 on a $200,000 
home. 
 
A motion to open Article 10 for discussion was made by David McAlister, second by Dan 
Collins.  Dan Collins asked why we have to do this.  Mike Samson explained that we are in a 5 
year cycle for Revaluation per state requirements.  Every year we have the assessors look at a 
quarter of the town and in the 5th year we have the completed Revaluation ready.  In 
anticipation we create a capital reserve fund so the money will come out of the unassigned 
fund balance to fund this fifth year total valuation up-date.  No further discussion so the 
Moderator declared that Article 10 be placed on the ballot as written. 
 
Article 11 Appropriate to Government Buildings Capital Reserve 
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand Dollars 
($40,000.00) to be added to the previously established Government Buildings Capital Reserve 
Fund with the Legislative Body (the Voters) as Agents to Expend. This sum to come from the 
Unassigned Fund Balance as of December 31, 2018 (surplus) and will require that no additional 
amount be raised from taxation. (Majority vote required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 





A motion to open Article 11 for discussion was made by Charles Townsend, second by Stephen 
Ward.  No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 11 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
Article 12 Appropriate to Fire Equipment Capital Reserve 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars 
($60,000.00) to be added to the previously established Fire Equipment Capital Reserve Fund with 
the Legislative Body (the Voters) as Agents to Expend. This funding is needed to spread 
$1,276,000 in equipment costs over 25 years rather than fund a $300,000 payment in a single year. 
This will increase the tax rate by $.18 and will result in an additional tax of $35.10 on a $200,000 
home. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 2 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 0 Recommends this article. 
A motion to open Article 12 for discussion was made by Bill Bellion, second by Bob Scott. 
John Bergeron questioned why the tax rate increase was not after the recommendations.  
Mike Samson explained that the ballot will have the correct sequence as follows: 
“Article 12 Appropriate to Fire Equipment Capital Reserve 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars 
($60,000.00) to be added to the previously established Fire Equipment Capital Reserve Fund 
with the Legislative Body (the Voters) as Agents to Expend. This funding is needed to spread 
$1,276,000 in equipment costs over 25 years rather than fund a $300,000 payment in a single 
year.  
The Board of Selectmen Yes 2 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 8 No 0 Recommends this article 
This will increase the tax rate by $.18 and will result in an additional tax of $35.10 on a 
$200,000 home. (Majority vote required.)” 
No further discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 12 be placed on the ballot as 
written. 
Article 13 Appropriate to Police Cruiser Capital Reserve 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Thirty Thousand Dollars 
($30,000.00) to be deposited in the previously established Capital Reserve Fund for Police 
Cruisers with the Legislative Body (the Voters) as Agents to Expend. This sum to come from the 
Unassigned Fund Balance as of December 31, 2018 (surplus).  and will require that no additional 
amount be raised from taxation.  (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 9 No 0 Recommends this article. 
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A motion to open Article 13 for discussion was made by David McAlister, second by Bob Scott. 
No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 13 be placed on the ballot as written. 
Article 14 Purchase of Land for Gravel Pit 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to purchase 130 acres of land 
from Ruth Lazowski and Tania Langerman on Route 118 and identified in the Town’s tax records 
as Tax Map 12, Lot 42, for the sum of $185,000; and to raise and appropriate One Hundred Thirty 
Thousand Dollars ($130,000.00) of the purchase price to come from the Unassigned Fund Balance 
as of December 31, 2018 (surplus). Fifty Five Thousand of the purchase price is included in the 
general fund budget and needs no further appropriation. The purchase will not occur unless on-site 
testing confirms the presence of suitable sand and gravel for highway use. If the purchase is 
approved, the Board of Selectmen will advertise for sale 40 acres of land at the existing Canaan 
Gravel Pit bordering Orange Brook. This will require that no additional amount be raised from 
taxation. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 2 No 0 Recommends this article.  
The Budget Committee Yes 7 No 1  Recommends this article.  
No additional property tax impact. 
A motion to open Article 14 for discussion was made by Stephen Ward, second by Bob Scott.  
Mike Samson explained that the Town of Canaan started looking for an alternative source for 
sand and gravel in 2011.  They looked at the USDA soil conservation maps for areas that 
would have sand and gravel and discovered a piece of land on NH 118 that is a possibility. 
They have paid the sellers $5,000 for an option to purchase this land and for the right to dig 
test pits on this property in April.  If the tests are successful and this Article passes, the 
Selectmen will complete the purchase.  Purchase would be out of the undesignated fund 
balance.  The property has more than 90 acres that show the presence of sand and gravel.  No 
further discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 14 be placed on the ballot as written. 
Article 15 Sale of Portion of Existing Town Gravel Pit 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell by commercial listing 40 
acres of land at the north east corner of the existing Canaan Gravel Pit and bordering Orange 
Brook to property owned by Dean Vanier, thence southwest along Vanier’s northwest line; thence 
running in a line to the place of beginning on Orange Brook. The property to be sold is part of the 
150 acre parcel owned by the Town of Canaan and identified in the Town’s tax records as Tax 
Map 15, Lot 42. The proceeds from the sale will be deposited in the general fund. (Majority vote 
required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
No additional property tax impact. 
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A motion to open Article 15 for discussion was made by David McAlister, second by Bob Scott.  
Mike Samson suggested that the wording should be “approximately 40-60” acres of land.  So 
Mike made a motion to amend Article 15 to read as follows, second by Scott Borthwick: 
“Article 15 Sale of Portion of Existing Town Gravel Pit 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell by commercial listing 
approximately 40-60 acres of land at the north east corner of the existing Canaan Gravel Pit 
and bordering Orange Brook to property owned by Dean Vanier, thence southwest along 
Vanier’s northwest line; thence running in a line to the place of beginning on Orange Brook. 
The property to be sold is part of the 150 acre parcel owned by the Town of Canaan and 
identified in the Town’s tax records as Tax Map 15, Lot 42. The proceeds from the sale will 
be deposited in the general fund. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
No additional property tax impact.” 
Voted and ayes have it.  Mark Wilson asked Mike Samson what the selling price would be.  
Mike explained that the town will have to get an appraisal and advertise but would only sell if 
the price was at least $600.00 per acre.  There is no access to the property so that will be an 
issue.  No further discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 15 be placed on the ballot 
as amended. 
Article 16 Establishment of Ambulance Service Revolving Fund 
To see if the town will vote to establish a revolving fund pursuant to RSA 31:95-h, for the 
purpose of providing ambulance services.  All revenues received for ambulance services from 
fees, charges or other income derived from such services will be deposited into the fund, and the 
money in the fund shall be allowed to accumulate from year to year, and shall not be considered 
part of the town’s general fund balance.  The town treasurer shall have custody of all moneys in 
the fund, and shall pay out the same only upon order of the Board of Selectmen and no further 
approval is required by the town meeting to expend.  Such funds may be expended only for the 
purpose for which the fund was created.  (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 3 No 0 Recommends this article. 
A motion to open Article 16 for discussion was made by David McAlister, second by Stephen 
Ward.  Stephen  Ward asked what the current legal structure looks like.  Mike Samson 
explained that this has been a 501 (c)(3) and gave a short history of why this happened.  In 
April of 2018 Canaan Fast Squad made a proposal to increase funds to $225,000 over 3 years. 
That was a significant increase over the previous year.  The Town consulted with the providers 
and started discussion about whether the ambulance service should become part of the Town 
government.  The majority of the ambulance providers voted to support joining the Town. 
Effective January 1, 2019, the Town officially took over the ambulance service and now has 




department with the providers electing a Chief that must be ratified by the Board of Selectmen.  
The funding comes from insurance, Town contributions from four area towns, and donations.  
This revolving account will allow the ambulance service to receive and spend these funds 
within an approved budget.  No further discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 16 
be placed on the ballot as written. 
 
Article 17 Public Health Council by Petition 
 
Will the voters raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand 
Nine Hundred Forty Dollars ($2,940.00) to support Public Health Council of the Upper Valley 
services to Canaan Residents in 2019. Services include flu vaccine programs, community based 
substance abuse and suicide prevention, oral health programs and more. (Majority vote required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 5 No 4  Recommends this article. 
 
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate $.01 per thousand or $1.72 on 
a home worth $200,000. 
 
A motion to open Article 17 for discussion was made by Charles Townsend, second by Amy 
Thurber.  Charles Townsend asked that we support the series of petitioned warrant articles 
submitted by organizations that provide services to the Town of Canaan.  Mark Wilson also 
asked that we support these articles.  No further discussion so the Moderator declared that 
Article 17 be placed on the ballot as written. 
 
Article 18 Grafton County Senior Citizens by Petition 
 
Shall the voters raise and appropriate Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,500.00) to 
Grafton County Senior Citizens Council, Inc. for services to Canaan residents in 2019. These 
services include congregate meals, home delivered meals, the town food pantry, transportation, 
outreach support, Service Link support and more.  In FY 2018, Grafton Senior Citizens Council, 
Inc. provided services for 209 Canaan residents and Service Link provided services for 114 
Residents. The cost of providing these services was $138,954.15. (Majority vote required.) 
 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 6 No 3 Recommends this article. 
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate 
$.04 per thousand or $7.32 on a home worth $200,000. 
 
A motion to open Article 18 for discussion was made by Jim Rancore, second by Stephen 
Ward.  Dan Collins asked if this was asking for more than what we provide to the Senior 
Center for use and maintenance of the Senior Center.  Mike Samson said yes.  No further 
discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 18 be placed on the ballot as written. 
 
Article 19 Advance Transit by Petition 
 




Two Hundred Seventy Dollars ($9,270.00) to be allocated to Advance Transit, Inc. to help 
support public transportation services in the Town of Canaan in 2019?  In 2018, 7,938 
passenger trips boarded Advanced Transit in Canaan. Advance Transit provided services to the 
Town of Canaan at a cost of $132,000. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 5 No 4  Recommends this article. 
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate 
$.03 per thousand or $5.43 on a home worth $200,000. 
A motion to open Article 19 for discussion was made by Jim Rancore, second by Bob Scott. 
No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 19 be placed on the ballot as written. 
Article 20 VNH by Petition 
Shall the Town of Canaan vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Nine Thousand Seven Hundred 
Dollars ($9,700.00) to help support the home health, maternal and child health, and hospice care 
provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting Nurse & Hospice for VT 
and NH. (Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article. 
The Budget Committee Yes 5 No 4  Recommends this article. 
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate 
$.03 per thousand or $5.68 on a home worth $200,000. 
A motion to open Article 20 for discussion was made by Karen Wolk, second by Stephen Ward.  
No discussion so the Moderator declared that Article 20 be placed on the ballot as written. 
Article 21 West Central by petition 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollars 
($2,200.00) for the support of West Central Behavioral Health. In fiscal year 2018 – from July 1, 
2017 through June 30, 2018 – West Central provided 109 Canaan residents with a total of $19,579 
in charitable mental health care. As the region's nonprofit community mental health center, West 
Central Behavioral Health provides mental health services for many of the most vulnerable 
residents, including adults, children and elders in Canaan. Support from the Town of Canaan will 
help us sustain our commitment to provide affordable mental health services to area residents. 
(Majority vote required.) 
The Board of Selectmen Yes 0 No 3 Does Not Recommend this article 
Budget Committee Yes 4 No 4 Abstention 1 Does Not Recommend this article. 
It is estimated that passage of this article will increase the tax rate 
$.01 per thousand or $1.29 on a home worth $200,000. 
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